BRITISH  MILITARY STRENGTH
on the other hand, can concentrate its efforts on
bombing planes and fighters. To this extent the total
number of British aeroplanes represents a more power-
ful weapon of attack than the same number of aero-
planes in any continental air force. The fact that
the aeroplane is, as a matter of fact, not being neglected
in Great Britain for army co-operation is due to close
co-operation with France, and it represents a part of
the preparations which are now going forward in Great
Britain to take part in continental land warfare. It
has thus nothing to do with the direct defence of the
country against enemy attack, with which we are now
dealing.
The island situation of Great Britain, which makes a
strong standing army unnecessary as a means of
national defence, has another important advantage
for her concrete planning. Her military strength is
not hampered by the necessity of defending a certain
length of frontier against certain hostile military forces
on the other side. As far as her strength is not required
to repulse enemy attacks on the sea or in the air, it
can be used in any part of the world which seems
desirable without the necessity of any definite strategic
plans being made in advance. Great Britain's strength
can be flung into the field anywhere at the critical
moment in order to secure the strategic superiority for
herself and her allies.
From this we can see that apart from direct national
defence the chief aim of any effective British military
policy must be to build up the greatest possible degree of
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